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LETTER FROM THE CAMP DIRECTOR 

Our Mission:
To offer a “magical” camp experience that 

inspires children to express their creativity and 
individuality through social, cultural, and 

athletic development centered around the core 
values of the Gordon Jewish Community Center.

Hello!

These have past three years have been amazing and 
wonderful summers at Camp Davis and I’m so excited 
to be returning as your camp director for a fourth 
fun-filled summer! We have so many exciting things 
happening this summer. Among these we are rolling 
out a new, healthier lunch menu, we have some great 
new camps like Photography Camp, Camp Sababa, 
and Green Thumbs Camp, and we have an exciting 
new partnership with Nashville Children’s Theatre! 

We will also have some great all camp activities 
this summer like our traditional “Almost Sleepover” 
for K-1st campers and Overnight for 2nd grade and 
older campers; and for the first time ever an all camp 
Quidditch match!!! We can’t wait to splash around in 
our annual camp water fight, make new friends as we 
divide up and compete in three unforgettable days 
of Color Wars, see tons of wild hair, socks and so much 
more on our camp dress-up days! Every summer at 
Camp Davis is special and filled with amazement --  we 
are planning for this summer to be our most amazing one yet. 

The LIT and CIT programs have both been revamped for this 
summer.  We will offer more dynamic, small group training 
including weekly field trips and new leadership opportunities.  
We also reduced the pricing to allow more teens to 
participate. 

We’re so excited for you to join us!  Many thanks to you and to 
our hardworking camp committee,

Claire Bernstein, Camp Davis Director

REGISTER EARLY 
AND SAVE!!!
Early bird

registration
ends march 1st!!!



why camp davis?
Camp Davis is not just a summer camp. 

This is a place where each 
child who comes through 
our doors is welcomed as 
family.  Within our walls 
and out on our fields, at 
our outdoor pool and at 
the playground on our 
beautiful Gordon Jewish 
Community Center 
Campus; relationships are 
born that will last a lifetime. 
Through our amazing 
specialty camps, games, 
sports, afternoon chugs, 
special camp activities and 
a supportive and nurturing 
staff, memories are made 
that will bring a smile to your 
child’s face for years 
to come.

At Camp Davis, we all 
practice Shalom Bayit 
(Peace in the Home {our camp 
home}). Camp Davis campers 
and staff are constantly working 
to be better members of our 
camp community as well as our 
wider Nashville community. We 
do this by learning about being 
kind to each other, being good 
to our environment, and treating 
everyone and everything 
with respect. 

We hope you will join us in 
experiencing the magic of 
Camp Davis this summer!

At Camp Davis we are committed to being a safe environment where all 
feel respected.  Our culture at Camp Davis is one that does not allow 
for bullying or any behavior that makes any person feel unwelcome 
within our walls.  Our campers, staff, and administrators are all 

dedicated to maintaining this environment at all times.



Camp Gesher (Bridges)
Offered weekly June 9-August 1
Age 5 and Entering Kindergarten 
by August 30

$244 WK EARLY BIRD
$275/WK

We are so excited to welcome new campers as they emerge from preschool each year. We understand 
that our younger campers need some TLC to help acclimate them to the bigger camp environment. 
So, we have a camp that’s just right for them! Highly trained, nurturing staff and a daily schedule built 
around Gesher campers’ needs, while still allowing them to try their hands at new challenges, makes 
Gesher the perfect introduction for our newest members to the Camp Davis family! Gesher campers will 
enjoy a day full of fun and new challenges with exciting morning activities, such as arts and crafts and 
Israeli Culture, along with a nutritious morning snack and swim lessons. In the afternoon Gesher campers 
will have the opportunity to have their voices heard and pick their own activities to attend with some of 
their friends. Gesher campers will also get the chance to enjoy their very own Late Night on June 12th at 
camp during the summer, fun field trips each week, and make friendships that last a lifetime!

Camp Shoresh (Roots)
Offered weekly June 9-August 1 Entering 1st-3rd Grades

$244/WK EARLY BIRD
$275/WK

Our Shoresh campers are a little older and ready for a little more adventure at camp. Shoresh campers 
will enjoy traditional arts and crafts, sports, and aquatic activities led by camp specialists and exciting 
off-site field trips. Older Shoresh campers (2nd-3rd) will have the opportunity to experience their first 
camp overnight on June 19th, while our Shoresh campers entering 1st grade can look forward to a fun 
Late Night stay on June 12th!

Masa (Journey) Camp
Offered weekly June 9-August 1
Entering 4th-6th Grades

$290/WK

Ready for some adventure this summer? Masa 
campers will have the chance to hit the road and 
embark on something new each day. Monday 
through Thursday, Masa campers will spend half 
their day on a local off-site field trip and then 
return to camp for fun afternoon activities and 
free swim. On Fridays, Masa campers will enjoy 
special activities just for them such as a scavenger 
hunt, kickball tournament, or special camp visitors. 
Masa campers will also have the opportunity to 
participate in an overnight during the summer.

camps



Leaders in Training (LIT) Camp
Offered June 9-13, June 16-20, July 7-11, July 14-18, July 21-25, 
July 28-August 1
Entering 7th –and 8th Grades

$175/WK

Dish Duty is DONE!! We are revamping 
the Leaders in Training program this 
year. This program will be led by BBYO 
Director and Assistant Camp Director, 
Sheri Rosenberg. The LITs will be working 
in different camp groups or with a 
specialist throughout the camp day. 
There they will learn what it takes to 
make a good camp counselor. We will 
also be having daily meetings to learn 
leadership development. Fridays will be 
a day that is dedicated to the LITs going 
out in the community and learning that 
locally they can make a difference. We want to get the whole camp 
involved in our weekly field trip. Similar to CIT program, but includes a 
unique blend of instruction, adventure and guidance geared toward 
prospective CIT candidates. While we understand that summer 
schedules can be hectic, we know you want your camper to get the 
most out of this program. We request that LITs sign on for at least four 
weeks out of the summer to receive a significant impact from this 
program.

Counselors in Training (CIT)
Offered June 9-13, June 16-20, July 7-11, July 14-18, July 21-25, 
July 28-August 1
Entering 9th –and 10th Grades

$150/WK

Too old for traditional camp, but not quite ready to be a 
counselor? The Camp Davis CIT experience is a wonderful way 
to learn the skills you need to be a truly great camp counselor, 
while also having a blast. This program will be led by BBYO Director 
and Assistant Camp Director, Sheri Rosenberg. CIT is a two-year 
leadership training program designed to prepare young people 
with the direction and motivation to be a part of Camp JCC 
programs. The program teaches leadership and job skills through a 
variety of methods. CITs will work with a camp group or a specialist 
for the majority of the day. Assisting in camp special activities 
like Maccabiah (color war) and weekly Shabbat celebrations is 
another aspect of the CIT program. Daily meetings will ensure that 
these teens further their leadership development and enhance 
their counselor skills. Special CIT retreats and field trips will happen 
throughout the summer. While we understand that summer 
schedules can be hectic, we know you want your camper to get 
the most out of this program. We request that CITs sign on for at 
least four weeks out of the summer to receive a significant impact 
from this program.

new prices 
for 2014

lit $175/wk
cit $150/wk



Morning Ruach: 
Each day at Camp Davis is filled 
with songs, games, and excitement! 
Campers spend each week 
competing in various ruach (spirit) 
contests to win the Ruach (Spirit) 
Stick, a huge Camp Davis honor! 
Our morning ritual kicks each day off 
with a bang with cheers, songs, and 
games.

Morning Activities: 
Traditional campers (campers in 
Gesher, Shoresh, and Masa) spend 
their mornings engaged in a variety 
of special activities with our expert 
instructors such as: arts and crafts, 
dance, drama, music, nature, Israeli 
Culture, and more!

Lunch: 
At Camp Davis, lunch is a very important part of the day. At this time, we all sit down and eat 
a hot, family style lunch together. It is a wonderful time to truly experience the Camp Davis 
family feeling, as we all take a break from our day and enjoy a meal together. 

ALL CAMPERS ARE PROVIDED FREE LUNCH EVERY DAY OF THE WEEK!

Chugs: 
Chugs (choices) are a time in the day when 
all campers (both traditional and specialty 
camps) get to choose their activities. Chugs 
offer change every week and include activities 
such as: arts and crafts, sports, slip ‘n slide, water 
games, and much more!  Campers will have the 
opportunity to choose their chugs first thing in 
the morning each Monday. Chug activities are a 
great opportunity for our campers to have some 
independence and craft the day that is most 
exciting for them! *While we value the opportunity 
for our campers to be independent in their chug 
choices, if there is something you feel we should 
be aware of with regard to their afternoon 
activities, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
Please keep in mind that rest period is an option 
for all campers Monday through Thursday (Rest 
Period is not offered on Friday because of special 
Friday activities), and while campers may not 
choose rest time themselves, we welcome your 
input on campers who would benefit from some 
rest time during their camp day.

 



Instructional Swim: 
Campers in Gesher and Shoresh will participate 
in Instructional Swim every morning (except for 
most field trip days) which will be taught by our 
highly trained and certified swim instructors on the 
GJCC Aquatics Staff. One of the main goals of 
Camp Davis is to give all campers the opportunity 
to learn swimming and pool safety each summer. 
With that in mind, we understand that each 
child learns at their own pace and will work with 
campers based on where they are and how ready 
they are to advance in their swimming skills.

Free Swim:  
Free swim will be offered as a chug each 
afternoon and campers will have the opportunity 
to swim in our beautiful outdoor pool each day 
as they desire. Campers will participate in a swim 
test on their first day at camp and will be given 
a brightly colored bracelet to indicate their 
swimming level. This will indicate what areas of the 
pool are open to them in order that the lifeguards 
and camp staff can be more aware of each 
camper’s swimming ability. Campers always have 
the opportunity to retest in order to gain another 
color bracelet. 

Field Trips: 
Campers in Gesher, Shoresh, and Masa (and 
some specialty camps that are held off-site) 
will have the opportunity to go on field trips 
each week. For Gesher and Shoresh field 
trip day is on Wednesdays, and for Masa 
field trips are Monday through Thursday. 
Campers are required to wear their Camp 
Davis t-shirts on field trip days. Each Gesher 
and Shoresh camper will receive one t-shirt 
at the beginning of camp. Masa campers 
will receive two t-shirts.  Additional t-shirts 
are available for purchase in the camp 
office for $5. Waivers or permission slips may 
be required for some field trips; these will 
be available at the beginning of the week 
before camp begins and must be submitted 
in order to participate in the field trips.
 



Gesher or Shoresh
8:30 - 9:00 Morning Ruach
9:00 - 10:00 Arts & Crafts
10:00 - 11:00 Swim Lessons
11:00 - 12:00 Sports
12:00 - 1:00 Lunch
1:00 - 2:00 Chug 1
2:00 - 3:00 Chug 2
3:00 - 3:30 Afternoon snack 
   and pick-up
*Gesher campers will also have 
a morning snack as part of 
their day Specialty Camps

8:30 - 9:00 Morning Ruach
9:00 - 12:00 Specialty camps
12:00 - 1:00 Lunch
1:00 - 2:00 Chug 1
2:00 - 3:00 Chug 2
3:00 - 3:30 Afternoon snack 
   and  pick-up

Masa
8:30 - 9:00 Morning Ruach
9:00 - 12:00 Field Trips
12:00 - 1:00 Lunch
1:00 - 2:00 Chug 1
2:00 - 3:00 Chug 2
3:00 - 3:30 Afternoon snack 
   and pick-up

a day in the life.... 
Camp Davis Campers 
Sample Daily Schedule



USE THIS CHART TO PLAN YOUR CHILD’S SUMMER!

CAMP
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ARTS
CAMPS

SPORTS
CAMPS

BRAIN
BUILDERS

JUST FOR
FUN CAMPS
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CIT

EARLY
CARE*

AFTER
CARE*

TOTAL

$244
$275

$244
$275

$290
$244
$275

$244
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$275
$244
$275

$175
$150

DAY:$18/14/10
WK: $69/58/40

DAY:$20/18/12
WK: $86/76/50
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$
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$
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6/30-7/3
$
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$
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7/14-7/18
$

Week 7

7/21-7/25
$

Week 8 

7/28-8/1
$

Week 9

8/4-8/8
$

TOTAL=
$

USE THIS CHART TO PLAN YOUR CHILD’S SUMMER!
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sports camps
Basic Swim
K-3rd: 6/9-6/13
           6/16-6/20
           7/7-7/11
This wildly popular camp fills 
up fast, so don’t miss out! 
Basic Swim campers will learn 
how to float, blow bubbles, 
and coordinate arm and leg 
movements. Basic Swim camp 
strives to start swimmers on their 
way to using proper strokes for 
freestyle and backstroke. The 
camp will be taught by our 
highly trained and certified 
Aquatics staff in our beautiful 
Olympic size swimming pool. It’s 
a great way to start the summer! 
*This camp is most appropriate for beginner to intermediate swimmers.

All Sports
2nd-6th: 6/9-6/13
Love sports and can’t decide which one you want to play? 
Play them all! This week campers will get a chance to play 
all their favorite sports while learning to play as a team and 
remember that having fun is what it’s all about! Sports will 
include (but are not limited to) basketball, kickball, soccer, 
and of course, our end of week obstacle course. We’ll have 
a blast in our full-size gym and beautiful sports fields all 
week long!

Tennis
2nd-6th: 6/16-6/20
This popular camp is back for another year as tennis pros help campers perfect their swing 
and have a blast playing in the sun!

Water Sports
2nd-6th: 6/23-6/27
Enjoy a week of getting wild in the water as we try our hand at a variety of fun water games. 
From relays and races to water basketball and the wildly popular Splashball we will get to 
experience a whole new way to have fun in the sun as we stay cool in the pool!

$244/wk early bird
$275/wk 



Playground Palooza
2nd-6th: 6/30-7/3 (4 day week)
Kickball, tag, red rover and more! We will have a blast 
with old-school playground games while learning all 
about team building and staying active while we will 
also make up new games of our own! This camp is 
sure to be full of laughter and fun!

Jr. Maccabiah
2nd-6th: 7/14-7/18
Table tennis, volleyball, soccer, flag football and 
more! This week we will have a blast exploring all the 
fun of the Olympic sports! The week will culminate 
with our own Mini Maccabiah (Olympics), including a 
medal ceremony!

Girls on the Move
2nd-6th: 7/21-7/25
This dynamic new camp is just right 
for all our active girls! From team 
sports to individual fitness and 
athletics, we will explore all the things 
that keep us moving and healthy. 
Campers will work with a variety 
of fitness and athletic professionals 
to develop their skills, expand their 
knowledge base, and have a blast 
all week!

Rising Stars All Sports
K-1st: 7/28-8/1
A smaller version of our popular sports camp for our smaller 
athletes. In this skills based camp we will spend the week trying 
our hands at various sports and learning a ton of new skills! In our 
team based approach campers will learn how to build their skills 
in a fun-filled atmosphere and make a few new friends in the 
process. 

Survivor
3rd-8th: 8/4-8/8
From learning survival skills to outdoor adventures this week will 
be full of outdoor fun! Be sure to pack your bug spray, hiking 
boots, and all your courage as we take on the wild outdoors in 
daily off-site field trips where we will tackle rock climbing, ropes 
courses, zip lining, kayaking and more!



brain builders
camps

Green Thumbs Club
2nd-6th: 6/16/-6/20
Get ready to get your 
hands in the dirt! This week 
we will explore all that 
nature has to offer with trips 
to nearby Percy Warner 
park, our own Stacy Kraft 
Community Garden, 
terrarium building, and 
organic cooking. Save the 
world and have a blast!

Photography
2nd-6th: 6/23-6/27
Capture real life in action as you click your shutters! Learn all about manipulating images, 
finding your shot and exploring your environment 
through the camera’s lens. 

Lego Builders
K-3rd: 7/7-7/11
Calling all future architects! No 
need for hammers and nails as we 
spend the week creating some 
truly amazing LEGO constructions.

Lego Robotics
2nd-6th: 7/14-7/18
Learn advanced LEGO building as 
we apply Robotics programming 
to take our structures even further!

$275/wk 



Bizarre Science
2nd-6th: 6/16-6/20
Campers will enjoy some hair-raising fun in this exciting 
science camp. From explosive experiments to amazing 
discoveries, the week will be fun of scientific fun!

Mini Bizarre Science
K-1st: 7/14-7/18
A version of our popular science camp for a younger age 
group, campers will have hair-raising fun in this camp with 
(safe) explosive experiments! Have a blast learning about 
all the atomic fun you can have with science.

Space Camp
2nd-6th: 7/28-8/1
Blast off to the moon as we spend the week learning 
about the planets and stars and build our own rockets!

Camp Davis presents Nashville 
Children’s Theatre  
2nd-6th: 7/28-8/1
Stories on Stage
Developed especially for us by Nashville 
Children’s Theatre, this new camp provides 
students the opportunity to stage classic 
stories as they create strong, bold characters 
through the use of voice and body. Campers 
will be assigned roles, lines and blocking in 
order to tell the tales of several stories, working 
with a professional teaching artist as director.  
Campers will also participate in theatre games 
and exercises that providing young actors 
with the tools to build the essentials of acting, 
commitment, and teamwork.



Cooking Camp
2nd-6th: 6/30-7/3 (4 day week)
Grab your apron and let the flour fly as we prepare 
to mix up some magic in this delicious camp! 

Camp Sababa
2nd-6th: 7/21-7/25
Grab your bags and travel to Israel, all without 
leaving Nashville! Join us as we explore all that Israel 
has to offer in food, music, art, dance, language 
and more. Our Israeli specialists will take you on a 
cultural journey back to their home and by the end 
of the week you 

Princess Camp
K-1st: 7/21-7/25
Put on your tiara and grab your party 
dress, it’s time to be treated like royalty! 
Enjoy a week of princess pampering, 
including our very own princess photo 
shoot! This will be a week to remember 
when we have our cake and eat it too!

Circus Camp
K-8th: 8/4-8/8 (split into age groups)
This insanely popular camp is back for another summer! From juggling and clowning, to 
ribbon dancing and hooping we will have a blast as we all run off to the circus for a week!

just for fun
camps

$244/wk early bird
$275/wk 



art camps
YOUNG ARTIST
K-2nd:      6/23-6/27
3rd-6th:  6/9-6/13
 
From Pablo Picasso to Jackson 
Pollack, explore your inspiration 
and creativity in this multi-media 
art class.  Have fun creating as 
we explore a variety of mediums 
and have fun getting messy in 
the process!  Campers will spend 
the week learning everything 
from pastel to printmaking and 
more in between.  As campers 
progress through the week 
they will learn about the artistic 
process and the different steps 
involved in each medium and 
will even make some masterpieces of their own to take home!

project runway
3rd-6th: 6/23-6/27
Take what’s old and make it new!  In Project Runway “the 
green edition”, we will take old clothes and reimagine 
them into entirely new outfits.  In this amazing camp we 
will learn about the entire fashion process, design, sewing, 
accessorizing, and of course modeling!  Campers will be 
given the skills to design entire outfits from head to toe, which 
will be entirely made of recycled clothing.  After campers 
have the opportunity to craft their own handbag they will 
take their newly learned skills and make a whole new outfit. 

dance
2nd-6th: 7/7-7/11
Get ready to bust a move in this thrilling Hip Hop class!  
Campers will learn basic moves and will be taught how to put 
them together for a choreographed dance which they will 
have the opportunity to perform at the end of the week for 
family and friends at our weekly Shabbat performance.

storybook theatre
K-1st: 7/14-7/18
Back for another summer and better than ever!  This theatre camp is perfect for our littlest 
thespians as they read their favorite stories and take center stage with them.  Campers will 
spend the week working on their theatre skills and perfecting their stage presence.  Together 
with their director campers will craft their story together and then perform it for family and 
friends at the end of the week in our Shabbat performance.



camp k’toni
Camp K’Toni is your 2 - 4 year old’s summer 
destination for non-stop good times!  Your little 
camper will experience weekly themed-activities, 
special guests, and tons of other summertime fun 
led by dedicated and experienced early childhood 
education professionals.  Swim lessons are offered 
two to three times a week in our state-of-the-art 
outdoor saltwater pool and our new playground 
lends itself to fun water play every day.  With the 
option to sign up by week or by number of days 
that you need, there is no reason not to give your 
child the gift of K’toni this summer.  Camp K’Toni is a 
part of the Early Childhood Learning Center (ECLC).  
Camp K’Toni will be closed on July 4.

Israeli Visitors at Camp
Each year Camp Davis is honored to host a group of Israelis, from the two shlichim who stay 
with us all summer to the four Hadera Teens who stay for two weeks, we have great fun 
learning and sharing with our guests from Israel.  It’s very important that our guests feel wel-
come and comfortable during their stay in Nashville and their time at Camp Davis and we 
rely on our Camp Davis family to help us with that. We would love for you and your family to 
host an Israeli guest in your home for as little as one week to as much as one month.  If you 
are interested in hosting please contact Claire Bernstein, Director of Camp Davis by emailing 
Claire@nashvillejcc.org.

Special Camp Events
Please keep an eye on the camp calendar as the summer progresses for our many special 
camp events. Some events include parents and families and notices will go home at the 
beginning of the week for each event to remind you of these upcoming events. Keep your 
eyes peeled for our delicious spaghetti supper and Broadway Stars performance in July, 
open to all Camp Davis families!

Shabbat and Camp T-shirt Fridays
Every Friday at camp is a special day and is set apart from the rest of the week. Each Friday 
campers will enjoy special activities as well as an exciting Shabbat program at the end of 
the day. We ask that all campers wear their camp t-shirts on Fridays.

Camp Mitzvah Project
This year Camp Davis campers and staff will again participate in a summer-long mitzvah 
project. Our mitzvah theme this summer will be Shalom Bayit (Peace in the Home {our camp 
home}) and we will spend our summer learning about our camp community as well as our 
Nashville community and how to bring peace to each place we call home. 

BE SURE TO FRIEND CAMP DAVIS ON FACEBOOK TO KEEP UP WITH ALL THAT’S COMING UP THIS SUMMER!

     www.facebook.com/campdavis.jcc

camp DAVIS INFORMATION


